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I. CORINTHIANS, VI. z. 4. 


GIVING No OFFENCE, IN ANY THING, THAT THE 
MrwrsTRY BE NOT BLAMED ; BUT 1 N ALL 
THINGS APPROVING OURSELFES AS 
THE Minis TERS oF G OD. 


WII theſe words are che eine of the Apoſ- 


tles, they hold up to view, a a fair copy for all their 


ſucceſſors to write after. 

Ir is a noble attainment, for the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, to be able to ſay, (upon ſerious recollection) 
we have given no juſt offence in any thing, but, in the 
diſcharge of the duties of our office, we have in all 
things approved ourſelves as the Miniſters of Gov. 


Indeed, it is a point, at which every profeſſing Chriſ- 


tian ſhould aim; to be ſo prudent and circumſpect in 
all their deportment, that the prejudices of unbeliev- 
ers might be removed, and no {tumbling block thrown 
in the way of the humble believer. 

W ſhall attempt from this text to point out and 
inculcate the duty recommended herein, which rs 4 
fair, innocent, and inoffenſive conduct, both in the 
diſcharge of the public offices of the miniſtry, and in 


the duties of the private Chriſtian. It may not be 


poſſible, always ſo to preach and ſo to act, as that none 
ſhall take offence, for our Saviour ſaid, it is impoſſible 


but that offences will come, but woe to him WhO mall 


give juſt ground of offence. 


ANp though our Lord fat his Miniſters and Ge 


ers à perfect pattern of good conduct, “yet many 
were offended : And the ſervant 1 Is not above his 
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maſter, nor the diſciple above his Lord :”* And the. 
Apoſtles with all their plenitude of inſpiration, found 
it impofible always to preach and conduct, in ſuch a 
manner that no one ſhould be offended, at any time; 
nor indeed can we expett it, for the goſpel we preach 
is in itſelf a ſtumbling block, and a rock of offence to. 
an ignorant and unbelieving world. Such is the na- 


ture of our office, the deſign of chriſtianity, and the 


preſent ſtate of human nature, that the moſt faithful 
and prudent diſcharge of the duties of the miniſtry, 
will give offence; ſo various and oppoſite are the taſtes, 
the humours and'the prejudices of mankind, that what 
is agreeable to ſome will be offenſive to others. And 
though the condeſcending Apoſtle & became all things 
(awful) to all men, that he might gain the more, yet 
e many were offended,” traduced him, repreſenting 
him, as a © babler, as a madman,” one who had made 
great confuſion and in a manner * turned the world 
up ſide down.” Therefore to pleaſe all will be impoſ- 
ſible, and to attempt it farther than is conſiſtent with 
our fidelity would be ſinful. It is evident therefore 
by this chriſtian caution recommended from our text, 
and the example of the Apoſtles, we are to underſtand 
nothing more than hie, That we give no juſt cauſe 
of offence, but that we diſcharge the duties of our of- 
fice with honor, prudence and fidelity; which, if I 
miſtake not, implies, 1ſt, That our lives and converſa- 
tion are inoffenſive ; z that 3 in all company and at all 
times, we ſupport the character of the miniſters of 
Chriſt, and ambaſſadors from Gop to men, charged 
with the miniſtry of reconciliation.” 
Ov ſtation is conſpicuous and expoſes us to a very 
critical inſpection, and the ſame allowance will not be 
made for our miſcarriages as for other men. Our 
Hearers will hardly allow us to be ſubject to the ſame. 
paſſions and infirmities with others ; they are ready 
to judge of our perſons by the nature of our office; 
we can never perſuade our people, by all the flowers 
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of rhetoric, or the force of argument, that we are 
either in earneſt or ſincere in our warmeſt addreſſes, 
unleſs we form our lives according to thoſe doctrines 
of godlineſs we preach to them; and our miniſtry, 
however zealouſly the public offices may be diſ- 
charged, will fink into contempt and be blamed. 
THERE is a fort of natural eloquence in a godly 
life, which, when joined to a faithful diſcharge of the 
duties of our public ſtation, cannot be reſiſted, If it 
does not change the heart, it will better the life, and 
ſupport the honor of the goſpel miniſtry. | 

Ir is not enough that we avoid only what is di- 
rectly immoral, but we muſt be exemplary, * recom- 
ending ourſelves to every man's conſcience in the 
ſight of Gop.“ If for inſtance we venture to the ut- 
moſt boundary of what is lawful : If we often join 
the gay circle, and fit long, where the ſparkling glaſs 
paſſes in quick ſucceſſion: Or if we join in thoſe 
taſhionable amuſements of the day, which, though, 
when abſtracted from their tendency and conſequen- 
ces, may not be direct immoralities, yet are quite out 
of character for us, and can never be indulged by us, 
without giving offence, and reflecting blame on the 
miniſtry, Or when we mix in company, (as it is 
ſometimes neceſſary and prudent that we ſhould,) 
then we ſhould render ourſelves free, eaſy, and agree- 
able to all, and make every one as caſy and happy as 
we can; yet it we ſay nothing which may diſtinguith 
us from the private chriſtian ; nothing which may 
ſupport our character, as the Miniſters of God, noth- 
ing which may inſtruct, excite a uſeful thought, or 
miniſter, godly edifying, but indulge a vein of levity, 
as if it were our main buſineſs to make men laugb, and 
divert the mind from, rather than call up the atten- 
tion to, the moſt intereſting concerns of life, we ſhall 
give offence, and all that we can ſay from the pulpit 
about devotion of heart, ſpiritual mindedneſs, ſelf de- 
mal and weanedneſs from the world, and a lite of 
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faith, prayer and repentance, will ſtand for nothing; 
and the world will conclude, that we view the work 
of the miniſtry as our trade, which 1s chiefly if not 
wholly to be purſued on what hey call Sundays. In 
ſhort, if we ſpend more time in company, diverſions, 
and amuſements, than we do 1n retirement, ſtudy, 
meditation and prayer, we ſhall give the world room 
to ſuſpect, that ſomething elſe is dearer to us than 
the glory of Gov, the advancement of the Redeem- 
er's kingdom, and the ſalvation of man, and many 
will be offended, and the miniſtry will be blamed. 

Bur on the other hand, it is perfectly in character 
that we appear in the world, as men, formed with the 
fame paſſions, the ſame affections, and feelings with 
other men, diſtinguiſhed only by our office, for pub- 
lic uſe ; remembering that we are ſinful men, but 
called to miniſter in holy things ; that we are ſocial 
beings, and can reliſh the pleaſures of ſociety and the 
delights of friendſhip, as highly as any men; but 
while we give way to all the fine feelings of human- 
ity and ſocial life, we muſt ever act in character as 
Miniſters of Gop, and fupport the honor and promote 
the beneficent deſign of the goſpel miniſtry which we 
have received of the Lord, giving no offence in any 
thing, that the miniſtry be not blamed. Therefore, 

2dly, Wx muſt make Jeſus Chriſt and the diſtinguiſh- 
ing doctrines of his goſpel our capital point in preach- 
ing. If inſtead of the pure goſpel, we ſhould preach for 
doctrines the commandments of men, or the refine- 
ments of philoſophy, or empty ſpeculation ; or it we 
puzzle our hearers with new {ſchemes of divinity, or 
old ones new vamped, though long ago exploded, be- 
cauſe not ſupported by ſcripture evidence; or if ſup- 
ported at all, yet only by ſome detached paſſages, 
torced by an unnatural interpretation, to ſpeak in 
favour of the newly adopted ſyſtem, we ſhall give of- 
fence and the miniſtry will be blamed ; for we have 
not ſo learned of Chriſt, He ſpake as never man 
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ſpake both as to the matter and the manner. He, in- 
deed, uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech, with an artleſs, un- 
affected eloquence, joined with a certain dignity of 
ityle which aſtoniſhed thoſe who heard him, for he 
ſpake as one having authority and not as the ſcribes. 

z3dly, Nox muſt we preach ourſelves. If we ſhould 


aim at acquiring fame for critical learning, pointed 


eloquence or the nice arrangement of words, we 
{thall give offence and the miniſtry will be blamed. 


Very different from this was the manner of St. Paul, 
who claims rank as an examplary preacher next 


to Him who is the Apoſtle and high-prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion. Though he had a liberal education, a plenary 
inſpiration, and received ſome finiſhing Rrokes in the 
third heavens, yet he came to the polite and learned 


city of Corinth with this determination, not to know 


any thing fave Jeſus Chriſt, even Him who was cruci- 

fied. 5. e, He was determined to make Jeſus Chriſt and 
the doctrines of the croſs, bis capital point in prcach- 
ing; theſe engroſled his Whole ſoul, and elevated s 


independent mind above the rules of art; the intic- 
ing words of mens' wiſdom or the exact balancing of . 


his periods.* Sometimes he breaks looſe from the 
rules of grammar and commits a ſoleciſm in language, 
that he might the better expreſs the ſenſe he had of the 


riches of that grace which had marked him out and 
commiſſioned him to preach the glorious goſpel of the 
bleſſed Gop ; therefore we hear him expreſſing him- - 


{elf in that ſingular manner, * to me, who am 4% tha! 
the leaſe Of all Saints is this grace given, that I ſhould 


preach among the Gentiles the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt.” And he at all times maintained a noble in- 
difference to the breath of human 1 He ſought. 


*I the : beginning of his Epille to the Epheſi jans, in the midſt of 


his ſalutations, before he had cloſed his benevolent with for grace, 
mercy and peace, he incidentally fell upon the name of Jeſus, his ſoul 
60k fire at once, and he is borne away with a torrent of artleſs elo- 


QUENCE, into 2a rapturous anthem of praiſe, and does not give himielf 


zime to take breath until lie had finiſhed ty elve long r Verles. 
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not his own reputation as a ſcholar, a correct ſpeaker, 


or a learned critic, yet he on the other hand, always 
guarded againſt a low, grovelling or ſlovenly ſtyle, as 
every public ſpeaker ſhould, who would not offend in 


any thing. 


As the ſubject of the wit i is noble, ſo the Apoſtle's 
ſtyle was manly and maſterly. A pious critic has com- 
pared it to © a natural grove abounding with every 
<« kind of tree, ſtanding i in artleſs order, and in beauti- 


ec ful confuſion.” 


4th, As we mult not undertake, ſo we muſt not 


carry on the miniſtry, with a view principally to pro- 


mote our ſecular intereſt, if we would not offend in 
any thing. So much as will render our outward cir- 
cumſtances eaſy, and enable us to be patterns of hoſpi- 
tality, we have a right to expect from thoſe we ſerve 


in the goſpel of Gop's dear Son: “ for the workmar: 


is worthy of his hire.” But they who make the church 


of Gob, a porch to the temple of mammon, or the 


round on which they may aſcend the /adder of eccleti- 
aſtical preferment, or a field of blood that they might 
enrich themſelves with the ſpoils, give juſt cauſe of of. 
fence, the miniſtry i is blamed, and the beneſicent de- 
ſign of the goſpel is obſtructed. 

Tur Apoſtles forſook all to follow a maſter who had 
not where to lay his head: the ſacrifice indeed, with 
moſt of them was ſmall, yet it was their al! ; with St. 


Paul it was conſiderable ; he gave up the faireſt proſ- 


pects of worldly honor and emolument, for the nobler 


proſpects of Chriſtianity, and could fay amidit re- 


proaches and perſecutions, © What things were gain 


<to me I count loſs for Chriſt, yea, doubtleſs I do 


* account all things but loſs for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, for whom 1 
have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and do account 


0 them but dung that I might win Chriſt,” 


* DobpkipbGk. 


E 


Brix impreſſed with our ſubject, we muſt ſtudy 
to be plain; the Apoſtles with all their inſpiration 
made uſe of great plainneſs of ſpeech : When they ad- 
dreſſed their hearers, they did not uſe “the word of 
*© God craftily.” The goſpel trumpet muſt not give an 
uncertain ſound ; the inſpired prophets and apoſtles 
made but one report, and it is our bulineſs to inſtruct, 
not to confuſe and perplex. It is our buſineſs to ew 
our hearers the way to life, and lead them in the paths 
of truth and peace. And that we may do this, we 


mult guard againſt an ambiguous, a too metaphori- 


cal or enigmatical ſtyle, which may convey different 
or indiſtinct ideas, and throw the plain and the moſt 
intereſting truths of the goſpel into the ſhade. We 
muſt ſpeak as the /ively oracles of Gop, and addreſs 
our hearers as men, rational, conſcious beings, candi- 
dates for immortality, and confirm the truths we in- 


culcate by arguments drawn from the ſacred text, and 


the nature and reaſon of things, adapted to the capaci- 
ties of our hearers, and agreeable to the dictates of 


common ſenſe ; or as the pious — learned Doddridge 


expreſſed himſelf on this ſub * When we ſpeak 
in the name and preſence 6 Gop, to immortal crea- 

< tures on the borders of eternity, I hope, ſaid he, we 
_ © entertain them with plain, ſerious, and animated diſ- 
© courſes, on the moſt important doctrines of Chriſti- 
e anity, in their order and connection, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as on mature deliberation, we verily believe, 


„may have the moſt happy tendency to produce and 
promote in their hearts the work of regeneration, 
faith and holy obedience.” And give me leave to 


ſay, if we would have the truths we deliver carry con- 
viction home to the heart, and become eflectual to ſal- 
vation, we ſhould make 2 reverent, pertinent, but 
frequent mention in our ſermons of that dear 
and venerable name THE LORD JESUS CHRIS . His 
name has no charm or magic in it, but it is, as pre- 
cious ointment poured forth; it carries a a ſort of frag 
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rancy in the very ſound, and diſſuſes divine energy 
into the truths connected with it. Therefore, a fre- 
quent, reverent and pertinent uſe made of it in our 
ſermons will give a ſanction to them, in proportion as 
they are adorned with his name, ſupported by his au- 
thority, and enriched with his truths; they will in 
general become more acceptable, and therefore the 
more likely to become the power of Gop to ſalvation 
to all them who believe. It was Paul's manner to 
< go into the ſynagogue on every Sabbath day and 
< to reaſon out of the ſcriptures, proving and alleg- 
ing that Jeſus was the Chriſt.” This was with him 
a capital point, at which all the rays of evangelical 
truths met as in their common center. 

Ir we would not offend in any thing but in all 
things approve ourſelves as the Miniſters of Gon, we 
mult inculcate upon our hearers his being, perfections 
and government. The divine, the human, and the 
mediatorial characters of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the 
nature, the neceſſity and efficacy of the operations of 


the Holy Spirit on the hearts of men, in forming 


them to the obedience of the goſpel. But in ſpeak. 
ing of theſe ſublime and myſtical truths with which 
the ſyſtem of Chriſtianity is cloſely connected, we 
ſhould be careful not to ſpeak “ in the enticing words 
* of mens' wiſdom, but in the words which the Holy 


_ < Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual things with 


* ſpiritual.” If we ſhould attempt to diveſt revealed 
truths of all myſtery, we ſhall ſoon loſe ourſelves 
and miſtead thoſe who hear us, and give juſt cauſe of 
otience, and the miniſtry will be blamed. 
Iux chriſtian revelation is the living teſtimony of 
God, we are therefore bound to. receive and admit 
every truth therein declared, upon divine authority. 
Revealed truths being above our comprehenſion, is 
no reaſon why we ſhould not believe them; in this 
caſe our“ faith ſtands not in the wiſdom of men, but 
* on the teſtimony of Gop, and let Gop be true if 


B 


&« exr-7 t an 18 a lyar.“ The how or the why of the 
mode m whe manner of revealed truths, we are not yet 
infor! d. Any attempt to explain the modes will 
he van, becauſe we ſee not “ as Gop ſeeth, and know 
© but in part and can therefore propheſy but in 
. Part. 

Jil redemption of fallen man by Jeſus Chriſt as 
revealed in the goſpel is a great myſtery, and various 
parts Of it arc 00 vs, for the preſent, incomprehenſi- 
ble; but bis proves chriſtianity to be true rather 
than falle; for, could it be fully comprehended by 
us in all its parts, there would be much more reaſon 
to ſuſpoct that it was ſome “ cunningly deviſed fable.“ 
But a lit'e attention to the chriftian ſyſtem will open 
to the eye, which is ſingle, to the honeſt, diſcerning, 
and unhigejudiced mind, the undeniable marks of in- 
finite dom, truth and goodneſs. When therefore 
we treat Of thoſe ſublime doctrines and revealed 
truths, Wlich go into and are efſential parts of that 
amazing plan of witdom and grace which originated 


in the divine councils, revealed in the fulneſs of time 


and terminate in the eternal world, we muſt be care- 
ful that we do not darken council by words without 
knowledge. So far as they are doctrines of pure rev- 
_ elation they mult be received entirely upon the author- 
ity of the ſacred ſcriptures, and received in the {imple 
form of ſound words by which they are revealed. 


We have no better words to expreſs them in, or me- 


dium through which we may convey our ideas of 
them, and if we attempt to explain them better in 
words of human device, we ſhall perplex our hearers, 
give offence, and the miniſtry will be blamed, for to 
the law, and to the teſtimony, if we ſpeak not "accord- 
ing to them there is no light but what Like the Ss 
fatuus will miſlead us and them. 
In one word, we ſhould ever delight to diſplay 
the inlinite wiſdom, power and grace of Gop, which 


** bringeth ſalvation, and which hath appeared unto. 
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all men, teaching us chat deny ying ungodlineſs and 
00 worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly 
« and godly in this preſent world, looking for the 
< bleſſed hope and the glorious appearing of the great 
* Gop, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.” 

Ou ſubject affords us a variety of weighty con- 
ſiderations, motives and arguments to engage us to 
practice the Chriſtian prudence, caution and fidelity 
recommended in our text, and enforced by the exam- 
ple of the apoſtles; as, 

1. THz cauſe we are engaged to ſupport, in the in- 
offenſive manner recommended in our text, is the 
moſt glorious and extenſive which ever was, or ever 
can be brought into view. Chriſtianicy comes like its 
blefled author, to bleſs the world with peace and truth, 
with righteouſneſs and ſalvation : And Jeſus the“ au- 
thor and finiſher of our faith,“ has left the honor and 
the defence of his goſpel in our hands, and we are 
bound to defend it as he left it ;.not as it has been 

corrupted, mutilated and palmed upon 2 credulous 
world by artful and deſigning men. We mult learn 
the goſpel from Chriſt, repair to his ſtandard, not inliſt 
under the banner of any other. We muſt call no man 
maſter on earth, for one is our maſter in heaven, and 
all we are brethren. © We muſt unite all our prudence 
and ſtrength in its defence. 
Ixsus the infallible prophet, come from God, as a 
law giver, as well as a preacher : and the laws of his 
kingdom are ſtrictly moral; and derive their moſt 
endearing obligations from truths, motives and con- 
ſiderations brought to view in the goſpel. The 
founding the morality of the Chriſtian Religion upon 
the ſure baſis of ſupreme love to God, and benevo- 
lence to men, give additional weight to all its doc- 
trines, precepts, promiſes and threatenings, and ren- 
dered them of the utmoſt importance to the chriſtian 
lite and to focicty at large. Yet we muſt expect that 
unbelievers, and men of corrupt minds, will perſiſt 1 in 


1 


their oppoſition for the ſame reaſon that they oppoſed 
and hated our blefled Lord, © the world,” ſaid he, 
„ hateth me becaule I teſtify of it, that the works 
<< thereof are ! And where reaſon, talents, and 
arguments fail, they will have recourſe to banter and 
ridicule ; and we muſt be prepared to defend both the 
goſpel and its miniſters, againſt thoſe fiery darts, and 
thoſe will be moſt effectually quenched by the purity 
of our morals, the dignity of our conduct, and the 
ſweetneſs of our tempers, when joined and enforced 


by manly reaſoning upon the excellency of the laws 


and doctrines of chriſtianity : a diſpenſation worthy 
of Gop to reveal, adapted to a fallen race, and provid- 


ing for all the exigencies of mankind. 
CANDOUR and beneyolence are prominent features 


in the miniſterial character ; and the maſter we ſerve 
in the glorious cauſe we are engaged in, human imper- 
fections and the mutual aſſiſtance we need from each 
other, oblige us to cultivate ſuch a temper ; and when 


it is accompanied with the meekneſs of wiſdom it is 


in the ſight of Gop of great price; and has an energy 
in it that no man can gainſay or reſiſt. 


CHRISTIANITY as a fyſtem, is evidently a glorious 
work of Gop, and ſhould recommend its miniſters to 
the world of mankind. Paul recommends Timothy 


to the chriſtian church at Corinth, from this conſider- 
ation, “ ſee,” ſays he, “ that he be with you without 
„fear for he worketh the work of the Lord.” But 


the world in general are not ſenſible of the advantages 
they derive from the goſpel. The benevolent princi- 


ples of chriſtianity, were they to operate only 1n their 


reſtraining influence, they would have a moſt happy ef- 
fect upon men of all deſcriptions; but where they take 
hold of the heart, and ger a ſeat there, the advantages 


to individuals and to ſociety in general are beyond all 


human calculation; they inſenſibly form men to what 
they ſhould be. They are and appear to be the ſons of 
_ Gop without rebuke. 33 oo I 
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Tx ruler is happy in ſeeing himſelf rel pected as the 
Miniſter of God for good, the ſubject is happy under 


the mild and wife adminiftration of government, and 
leads a peaceable and quiet life in godlineſs and 


honeſty. 

WEERE chriſtianity has been received as the relig- 
ion of the country, I believe it has never failed of 
producing ſome good effects; it has always laid a re- 
{traint upon the vices and licentious principles of fallen 


man, and the inhabitants in general have entcrtained 
{entiments and diſcovered a temper much more be- 


coming rational beings and made a change much for 
the better. It has in general freed men from direct 
and groſs idolatry, and led them to worihip the only 
living and true Gop through a Mediator. This 
knowledge of Gop and Jeſus C 'hriſt whom he ſent, en- 
larges the mind, ennobles the foul, and elevates the 
thoughts far above what the ſimple light of nature or 
the fictions of paganiſm could ever inſpire. As it is 
in its own nature practical, he holy art of living to GOD on 
principle, ſo it is admirably calculated to influence the 


heart, to regulate the life, and to mark the line of con- 


duct with great preciſion. 

THE death of Chriſt “ that front! ſpiece of chriſtianity,” 
is an event the moſt affecting and the moſt aſtoniſhing 
that ever could take place among all the works of Gop, 
and it has a moſt powerful tendency to awaken the 


| thoughtlels, to convince the impenitent of the exceed- 
ing ſinfulneſs of fin; to encourage the humble peni- 


tent to ſeek a pardon, purchaſed at ſuch a price; ſuch 
a method of forgiveneſs as the goſpel reveals, While 


it revives the ſpirit of the contrite, it cheriſhes a hope 
which ſweetens every earthly enjoyment ; aſſuages 


every ſorrow, ſupports the meek under every trial, 


_ comforts them in the agonies of death, and brightens 


their proſpects into futurity. From theſe ſources of 
divine conſolation, refreſhing ſtreams have been per- 


petually flowing in upon the chriſtian church, which, 
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on, 


like the waters of Horeb, have followed them through 
the wildernels, to the heavenly Canaan. KR 
Trovecn the good effects which the chriſtian relig- 
ion has had upon the temper and morals of nations 
who have received it as the religion of their country, 
; has not been ſo great as might reaſonably be expected 
from its nature and tendency, yet it is a fact we can- 
not deny, that it has at leaſt meliorated the manners, 
tamed the ſavage temper, and ſoftened the heart, be- 
fore ſteeled againſt the ſympathetic feelings of human- 
ity, and has ever been favourable both to civil and re- 
ligious liberty. The picture which St. Paul drew of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans was too true ; he ſaid, 
they were full of © murders, without natural affec- 
tion, implacable and unmercitul ;” but when theſe 
nations received the light of the glorious goſpel, and 
experienced to any conſiderable degree the influences 
of its liberal and regenerating ſpirit, they ſeemed to be 
** tranſlated out of the kingdom of darkneſs into mar- 
vellous light; and we may venture to ſay, that fuch 
s the nature and tendency of the genuine principles 
of the chriſtian religion, that in the ſame proportion 
in which they prevail, public happineſs will be diffuſed; 
and were they uniformly to operate through the na- 
tions of the earth, they would give liberty and happi- 
neſs to all the world. This is that rich treaſure which 
I is committed to our truſt, how careful ſhould we be, 
| that we do nothing which may directly or in its con- 
ſequences, tarniſh its glory, fruſtrate its beneficent de- 
_ tigns, or in any degree prevent the operation of its 
genuine principles. If we would not, we mult act 
conſcientiouſly upon the caution of our text, and give 
no juſt offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be not 
blamed. | JC 
My brethren, you are ſenſible that the miniſtry we 
have received to fulfil, contains the richeſt bleſſings 
Gop can beſtow or man can receive. It is the catholi- 
in of a diteaſed world; it has a remedy for every 
88 
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mental diſeaſe; it has a plaiſter for every ſore ; its di- 
vine doctrines, its ſacred maxims will make men wiſe 
to ſalvation ; and much of its divine efficacy depends, 
under Gop, upon our cautious, united and faithful ad- 
miniſtrations ; and we have every argument and in- 
ducement which can impreſs the mind of man, to act 
with prudence, honor and fidelity in ſo glorious a 
cauſe ; a cauſe which is the reſult of eternal council, 
ſo worthy of God, ſo beneficial to man, will be ſup- 

ported and carried into full execution, even if we 
ſhould withhold a helping hand; or if by our impru— 
dence or miſconduct thould eflentially injure the cauſe 
and ſtrengthen the prejudices which mankind have 
already imbibed againſt it. But what then muſt be 
our reflections | Or what muſt we expect from our 
Lord and maſter when he ſhall call us to give an ac- 
count of our ſtewardſhip ! Surely we cannot expect 
the reward of the good and the faithful, but of the 
{lothful and wicked ſervant. We cannot expect to 
ſhine having turned many to righteouſneſs, as ſtars of 
diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the firmament of glory, but be 
reſerved as wandering ſtars of baleful influence, for the 


blackneſs of darkneſs forever. 


 Trar the goſpel has not had a more extenſive 
ſpread ; that chriſtianity in its purity and ſimplicity has 


not been more univerſally eſtabliſhed in the earth, and 
that its genuine effects have not been more apparent, 


may be aſcribed, at leaſt in part, to the miſconduct or 
unfaithfulneſs of its public teachers. Some have with- 
held the knowledge of the ſcriptures from their hear- 
ers, or retailed them out in ſcraps or in broken frag- 


ments, in a dead language they did not underſtand, and 
ſo have deprived them of the fincere milk of the word 
that they might grow thereby. Others have incum- 
bered chriſtianity with a medly of human inventions 


and uſeleſs ceremonies, teaching for doctrines of the 
goſpel, the traditions and commandments of men, till 


they have made Chriſt's yoke which 1s eaſy, hard, and 


13 
his burden which is light, heavy. Others have called 
in the aid of the civil arm, and made impriſonments, 
confiſcations, and the ſtake, the three fold cord with 
which they bind the conſciences of free men, to blind 
obedience. Though, as a late author“ obſerves © we 
hope the burning times are over,” yet the intoler- 
ent ſpirit which kindled the fire of perſecution, | is not 
wholly extinct; however, in this favoured land of 
{cience and free inquiry, it is on a rapid decline, and 
will, we hope, ſoon be buried in oblivion. And are 
there not ſome among us in the preſent day who cor- 
rupt the word of Gop by blending with it vain philoſ- 
ophy and ſubtle metaphyſics, making ſuch diſtinctions 
as, in their conſequences, are ſhocking to common 
ſenſe, which wound the fincere chriſtian, and ftrength- 
en the prejudices in the already perverted underſtand- 


0 ing, againſt a religion, which like the leaves of the tree 


of life were for the healing of the nations? Charity, 
which hopeth all things, forbids us to add that there 
are ſome who by their great imprudence, a levity of 
mind or immorality of conduct, have laid the ax at 
the root of the tree of life; and While they are pre- 
tending that they are gathering and ſcattering its 
fruits with an impartial and liberal hand, are ſapping 
its foundation. If there ſhould be ſuch ſtrange and 
inconſiſtent characters found among the public teach- 
ers of religion at the preſent day, they will give juſt 
grounds of offence, and the miniſtry will beblamed, and 
Jo far as their influence may extend, the operations of 
the genuine principles of the goſpel, will be obſtructed. 

_ Ws infer. from our ſubject not only the truth and 
importance of the chriſtian religion, but that the min- 
iſters of the goſpel are the moſt important order of 
men in the world. Though we are ſinful men, men 
of like paſſions and infirmities with other men, yet, 
being poſſeſſed of miniſterial furniture, and being 
tound faithful and regularly put into the miniſtry, we 
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riſe ambaſſadors from Gop to man, and are in Chriſt's 
ſtead to beſeech men to be reconciled to Gop. Let 


us be thankful for the honor, and humble under a2 


ſenſe of our own unworthineſs and deficiency, for 
who is ſufficient for theſe things? Our ſufficiency is 
of Gop, therefore let us gird up the loins, and go 
forth in the name of the Lord. And as a flood of in- 
fidelity and practical atheiſm threatens to corrupt this 
fair inheritance, and to deluge our land, we muſt 
unite and adopt the moſt probable means to ſtem the 
tide of diſorganizing and demoralizing principles, and 


ſet our faces like a flint. Let us ſtrip the gigantic 


monſter of all his armour and diſguiſe, by bringing 
forward evangelical truth in her full orbed beauty 
and energy; for GREAT Is THE TRUTH AND IT 
WILL PREVAIL. 


Ir we are not wanting to ourſelves nor unfaithful in 


our work, we ſhall not be ſtraitened in our Gop, and 


{hall be made the greateſt bleſſings to mankind. And 
we mult not be ccouraged, though we may not im- 
mediately ſee the fruit o 


our labours; the good ſeed 
which we have ſown in tears may ſpring up and 
yield an hundred fold, when we are ſleeping in the 
duſt, and may add a luſtre to the crown of our rejoy- 


cing when every faithful miniſter will be rewarded 


according to the fruit of his doings. 
Mu brethren, the time is ſhort ; with many of us 
the day 1s far ſpent, and the night is at hand, and we 


muſt work the work of him who ſent us; for the 
night cometh-when no man can work. It ſeems but 2 


little while ago, a few paſſing months, hen we met 


in this houſe of Gop on our laſt anniverſary conven- 


tion, when we {aw our dear, learned and good brother 
BrLKknar, whoſe devout heart and liberal hand, joined 


with us in the devotions and liberalities of the day; 
but we ſhall fee his face here no more; we ſhall hear his 


voice no more, nor will his hand any more be extend- 
ed with ours for the relief of the weepin g widow and 


I 
; 
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the helpleſs orphan of deceaſed Miniſters ; he is gone 
and left this work with us. He 1s employed i in higher 
ſervices with - thoſe benevolent ſpirits already made 
perfect; and the voice ſpeaketh to us on this wiſe, Be 
ye alſo ready. If we would be, we muſt in all things ap- 
prove ourſelves as the Miniſters of Goo. 

Ax give me leave to ſay, that the private chriſtian 
is deeply, if not equally concerned in the caution of the 
text. The irreligious lives of profeſſing chriſtians, have 


done as great injury to the cauſe of chriſtianity as all 


that the inſidel would have ſaid or done; for all which 
they have ſaid or done to the diſparagement of 
chriſtianity has been anſwered a thouſand times, 
bu merely reaſoning, ſolid arguments, and by ap- 
poaling to real facts, which, though they may blaſ- 
-2eme and ridicule, yet cannot deny. But when we 
ſee thoſe who have named the name of Chriſt, not de- 
port from iniquity, good Gop ! what can we fay! 


But father forgive them for they know not what they 
do: they bring a reproach upon our holy religion, 


which cannot be wiped off. They offend the godly 
and give occaſion for the enemies of the Lox to blaſ- 
pheme and the miniſtry is blamed. But of you who 
have honored us with your attendance, we hope bet- 
ter things, though we thus ſpeak ; yes we believe that 
you endeavour with us to adorn the doctrine of Gop 
we profeſs, in all things. 


Bor a leading and laudable object of this meetin 


is, a free collection for the relief of the indigent 


widows of deceaſed Miniſters and their penurious 
offspring. I need ſay nothing to recommend the 
practice; a recollection of the dignity of the goſpel 


miniſtry, the glorious work our deccaſed brethren 


lived and died in, and the ſtraitened circumſtances in 
which moſt of thoſe Who have wholly devoted 
themſelves to the work of the miniſtry have left 
their families, is enough to warm the heart, and open 
dhe hand of every one who is actuated by the benen. 
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olent principles of chriſtianity. And though no one 
of thoſe objects of our benevolence may be reduced to 
that truly diſtreſſing caſe of a prophet's widow in Iſrael, 
who cried to Eliſha, and ſaid, Thy ſervant, my huſband is 
dead, and thou knowe/t that thy ſervant feared the Lozn, 
and the creditor is come; yet they all want the friendly 
aid of the hand of liberality to enable them to re- 
pleniſh the barrel of meal and the cruiſe of oil, that they 
may pay their honeſt debts and they and their chil- 
dren may live on the reſt. 


* 
0 
* 
, 
- 
- s 
. 
- 
q < 
* 
« o 
* * . 
& 
7 
1 4 GED - - 
CS AN. Cote art IP . , — * 1 
A 7 - 4 4 - 1 1 n — TAS 8 
2 2 - « " 2 5 7 
— = "i p 1 £ * „ _ 


A 


2 ” — —— * 


- 
* 


